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Title 49: Transportation

Part 26: Participation By 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in

Department of Transportation 
Financial Assistance Programs

49 CFR Part 26



DBE Program 

Objectives
• To ensure nondiscrimination
• To create a level playing field
• To ensure the DBE program is narrowly tailored
• To ensure only eligible firms are permitted to participate
• To help remove barriers to participation
• To promote the use of DBEs in all federally-assisted contracts and procurements
• To assist the development of firms that can compete successfully in the marketplace
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Definition of a 
DBE

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)

 A for profit small business that is at least 
51% owned by one or more individuals who 
are both socially and economically 
disadvantaged

 Socially and economically disadvantaged 
individuals must possess the power to 
control the management, decision-making 
and day-to-day operations of the business



DBE Eligibility Requirements

• Must be an independent business

• Three-year average gross receipts must not exceed $23.98 million for highway construction 
firms and less for other work categories

• Personal net worth of the individuals cannot exceed $1.32 million
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Eligibility Requirements cont

• Contributions to Start Business Must Be From Independent Funds

• Applicant Must Have Title Matching Ownership 

• Expertise In Industry Seeking Certification

• Control of Day to Day Operations 

• Must Receive Profits or Losses Commensurate to Ownership

• Must Have Access to Equipment Necessary to Perform the Services Seek DBE Certification 

• IF a Corporation, Disadvantaged Owners Must Control the Board of directors

• In a Partnership, One or More Disadvantaged Owners Must Serve as General Partners, with Control over All Partnership Decisions

7



DBE Certification Benefits

• Increased business exposure

• Business profile is listed in DBE Directory (updated in real-time)
• Bid as a DBE at participating city, county, state, and local governments on DOT-funded 

contracts
• DBE certification is recognized nationwide

• DBE’s have the opportunity to participate in a variety of supportive services training, 
technical assistance, and business development programs

8



Can A Firm Move From A MBE/WBE To A DBE?

YES

• Firms may be certified as a DBEs, ACDBE, or both.
• Firms will have to provide a PNW statement –Not 

to exceed $1.32M
• Firms will have to have a Mandatory Site Visit 

(Scheduled)
• Annual Affidavit 
• A little more paperwork to provide the agency
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Program 
Eligibility 
Criteria

10

DBE ACDBE
Race and Gender 

Conscious 
Race and Gender 

Conscious
SBA Size Standard 

with an overall cap of $23.98 million
(Averaged over 3 years)

Overall cap of $56.42 million 
(Averaged over 3 years)

At least 51% of owners must be members of 
economically and socially disadvantaged 

groups 

(Woman, Hispanic, Asian, Black, Native 
American)

At least 51% of owners must be members of 
economically and socially disadvantaged 

groups 

(Woman, Hispanic, Asian, Black, Native 
American)

Actively in business Actively in business 
51% of owners must be under the Personal Net 

Worth Standard

Less than $1.32 million excluding primary 
residence and ownership interest in applicant 

business enterprise 

51% of owners must be under the Personal Net 
Worth Standard

Less than $1.32 million excluding primary 
residence and ownership interest in applicant 

business enterprise 
Construction Related

Architectural and Engineering
Concessionaire



Texas Unified Certification Program (TUCP)  

• The Texas Unified Certification Program (TUCP) is a certification program for the federal DBE 
Programs in Texas. DBE certification received from any of the TUCP members is valid and can be 
accepted by any Texas entity that receives U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) funds.

• Members of the TUCP:
• Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)
• City of Houston
• City of Austin
• Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Authority (CCRTA)
• North Central Texas Regional Certification Agency (NCTRCA)
• South Central Texas Regional Certification Agency (SCTRCA)
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Federal Program
DBE/ACDBE

Atascosa
Bandera
Bexar
Comal
Frio
Guadalupe
Kendall
Kerr
McMullen
Medina
Uvalde
Wilson

DBE Service 
Counties:



Texas Unified Certification Program (TUCP) cont.
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TUCP offers “One stop” shopping to applicant firms:

 One application
 One process
 One decision that is binding upon all TUCP Certifying Partners



How to Retrieve Our Applications
1. Website – www.sctrca.org or  https://sctrca.sctrca.org Click Apply online Tab
2. In our office – 3201 Cherry Ridge, Building B, Suite 210, San Antonio, TX 78230
3. Events

Note: Depending on the application submit and structure of the business, there are different 
documentation needed to submit

Local Program Federal Program

12 Pages 14 Pages

http://www.sctrca.org/
https://sctrca.sctrca.org/


How to Apply Online

Website –
https://sctrca.sctrca.org

Click on: Apply For 
Certification Tab

Create an Account , if you 
do not have one Start Applying 

http://www.sctrca.sctrca.org/


Starting an 
Online 

Application



Starting an Online Application







Required 
Documents 

for DBE 
Certification

• Resumes (that include places of employment with 
corresponding dates) for all owners, officers and key 
personnel

• Personal Net Worth Statement for each socially and 
economically disadvantaged owners comprising 51% or 
more of the ownership percentage of the applicant firm.

• Personal Federal tax returns for the past 5 years. 
Required for each owner.

• Federal tax returns filed by business and its affiliates with 
related schedules, for past 5 years

• Documented proof of contributions used to acquire 
ownership for each owner

• Proof of citizenship (birth certificate or passport)



Required Documents cont.
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• List of equipment and/or vehicles owned and leased, including VIN 
numbers, titles, proof of ownership, and insurance cards for each vehicle.

• Licenses, permits, and hauling authority forms
• Descriptions of all real estate (including office/storage space) owned /leased 

by your firm.
• Signed loan, security, and bonding agreements
• Bank authorization and signatory cards
• Schedule of Salaries paid to all officers, managers, owners and or directors.
• DBE/ACDBE and SBA 8(a) denials or decertification's 



Required Documents cont. 

• Sole proprietorship - Doing Business As (DBA) or Assumed Named Certificate
• Limited Liability Corporation (LLC) – Official  Certificate of Formation and Operating 

Agreement with any amendments  
• Corporations – Articles of Incorp, Cert of filing, Operating Agreements, By-Laws, Minutes, 

Stock Certificates and Ledger
• Document proof of any transfer or assists  to/from your and/or to/from any of its owners 

over past 2 years
• Suppliers; Provide list of product lines, and distribution equipment owned or leased.
• End of year balance sheets and income statements (past 5 years) 
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Personal Net Worth Statement (PNW)
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PNW (Continued)
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Supportive Documents for PNW

2
6

• Bank Statements

• Pension and 401k account information

• Cash Surrender Value Insurance Statement

• Listing of All Property Owned

• Listing of All Household Good and Jewelry

• Personal Vehicles Owned (Make & Model and Value)

• Listing of Brokerage Investment Accounts

• Loans to Shareholders (Provide receivables owed to you from other business interest)

• Notes Payable to Banks (Loans)

• Unpaid Taxes



How long does the 
process take?

• The Federal Program’s time frame is no 
less than 30 days and can take up to 90 
days from when the application is 
deemed complete.

• *Mandatory Site Visit
• Which can and may take anywhere from 
45 minutes to 2 hours.



Frequently 
Asked 

Questions

Q: What is the cost for certification?

A: There is no cost associated with the ACDBE/DBE certifications.

Q: How long will my certification last?

A: Your certification does not expire. However, you are required to 
submit an Annual Update Affidavit.

Q: If I am Caucasian do I qualify to apply for the ACDBE/DBE 
certification?

A: As apart of the DBE regulations 49 CFR PART 26 Appendix E if an 
individual that is not presumed to be socially and economically 
disadvantaged which includes those of a minority status. The applicant 
has the burden of proving that one is indeed social and economically 
disadvantaged to be eligible under this part.



Resources

UTSA PTAC (Procurement Technical Assistance Center)
(210) 458-2458

• SCORE
• Maestro Entrepreneur Center

• Lift Fund
• HCA 

• Local Chambers 



Questions?

South Central Texas Regional Certification Agency
3201 Cherry Ridge St. Building B, Suite 210

San Antonio, TX 78230
(210)227-4722

cjohnson@sctrca.org

mailto:cjohnson@sctrca.org
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