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2What is NEPA?

‒NEPA is the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969

‒NEPA is a statue that requires federal agencies to consider the 
environmental effects of their actions in the decision-making process

‒The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is the lead agency for aviation-
related NEPA documentation

‒All NEPA documentation follows guidance provided in Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations and FAA Orders



3General Overview of NEPA Process



4The EA Process



5Scoping and its Benefits

‒ Provides an opportunity for involvement 
in the EA process from the start
• Federal, state, and local agencies, 

and the public can provide input 
regarding environmental conditions 
and concerns

‒ Information received during scoping 
helps identify areas of concern
• Issues that arise during the scoping 

process can help determine the level 
of analyses conducted for each 
environmental resource category in 
the EA



6Purpose and Need of the Proposed Project

The “purpose” is the proposed solution to the problem
• Purpose is to…

• Provide facilities that will accommodate forecast increases in 
enplanements and airport operations at an adequate level of service; 
and

• Meet FAA and Airport safety requirements.



7Purpose and Need of the Proposed Project

The “need” describes the problem that is being addressed
• Need is that there are…

• Insufficient passenger processing facilities, Federal Inspection Services 
(FIS), gates, commercial apron with hydrant fueling, and remain 
overnight (RON) aircraft parking;

• Inefficient and congested airport access roadways;
• Insufficient capacity load of the central utility plant (CUP); and
• Insufficient parking facilities.



8Existing Terminals

• Both terminals are accessed from Airport 
Boulevard and have connections to the 
existing parking garage.

• Terminals A and B are two-level structures 
that provide facilities for passenger 
processing, inbound and outbound 
baggage, and a total of 26 aircraft gates 
and 3 ground-load positions for passenger 
boarding and deboarding.



9Existing and Future Terminal Deficiencies



10Growth in San Antonio Metro Area

Population grew by 163K over the last 5 years and 
is projected to grow by 141K over the next 5 years.

San Antonio was the nation’s fastest-
growing big city during the pandemic. 

- San Antonio Express News

San Antonio economy will outgrow most other 
large U.S cities this year, think tank predicts. 

- San Antonio Express News

Tesla, Samsung leading business boom in 
San Antonio-Austin mega-metro.

- KENS5

San Antonio: A thriving destination 
rebounding stronger than ever.

-Forbes



11Forecast Enplanements



12Proposed Project



13Range of Alternatives to be Analyzed in the EA

‒Alternative must meet purpose and need to:
• provide facilities that will accommodate forecast increases in 

enplanements and airport operations at an adequate level of service
• Be consistent with the Airport’s long-term plans



14Environmental Resource Categories to be Analyzed

‒ Air Quality*
‒ Biological Resources
‒ Climate
‒ Coastal Resources
‒ Department of Transportation Act, 

Section 4(f)
‒ Farmlands
‒ Hazardous Materials, Solid 

Waste, and Pollution 
Prevention*

‒ Historical, Architectural, 
Archaeological, and Cultural 
Resources*

‒ Land Use
‒ Natural Resources and Energy Supply
‒ Noise and Noise-Compatible Land Use*
‒ Socioeconomics, Environmental Justice, 

and Children’s Environmental Health and 
Safety Risks

‒ Visual Effects
‒ Water Resources 

• Wetlands* 
• Floodplains* 
• Surface Waters* 
• Groundwater
• Wild and Scenic Rivers

Note: 
* = Environmental resource categories 
that have been identified as needing site 
surveys and/or modeling



15Preliminary List of Special Purpose Laws

‒ Clean Air Act
‒ Endangered Species Act
‒ Migratory Bird Treaty Act
‒ Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act
‒ Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act
‒ Marine Mammal Protection Act
‒ U.S. Department of Transportation Act – Section 4(f)
‒ Land and Water Conservation Act 
‒ Farmland Protection Policy Act
‒ Comprehensive Environmental Response, 

Compensation, and Liability Act
‒ Pollution Prevention Act
‒ Resource Conservation and Recovery Act

‒ Toxic Substances Control Act
‒ National Historic Preservation Act
‒ Antiquities Act
‒ Airport and Airway Improvement Act
‒ Airport Improvement Program
‒ Energy Independence and Security Act
‒ Airport Noise and Capacity Act
‒ Uniform Relocation Assistance and

Real Property Acquisitions Policy Act
‒ Title VI of the Civil Rights Act 
‒ Clean Water Act
‒ National Flood Insurance Act
‒ Safe Drinking Water Act
‒ Wild and Scenic Rivers Act



16EA Roles and Responsibilities

‒ Federal Aviation Administration
• Lead Federal Agency on the EA
• Ensures compliance with NEPA and special purpose laws and regulations

‒ Airport Sponsor (San Antonio Airport System)
• Directs work performed by EA consultant

‒ Federal, State, Local Agencies, Native American Tribes
• Assists Airport Sponsor and FAA by providing environmental resources data, technical 

assistance, and review in area of expertise
• Comments on scope of EA
• Comments on Draft EA

‒ Public
• Comments of scope of EA
• Comments on Draft EA

‒ EA Consultant
• Technical analysis
• Production of EA



17EA Next Steps

‒ Develop and screen Alternatives to analyze in the EA
‒ Describe existing environmental conditions (Affected Environment)

Field studies / site surveys
‒ Analyze potential environmental effects (Environmental Consequences) 
‒ Publish Draft EA (anticipated Spring 2024)
‒ 30-day public comment period on Draft EA
‒ Respond to comments received on Draft EA (to be included in the

Final EA)
‒ Publish Final EA (anticipated Summer 2024)
‒ FAA issues decision (anticipated Summer 2024)



18How to Provide Scoping Comments

• Fill out comment card and submit tonight

• Provide oral comments to stenographer

• Send written comments via U.S. Mail to:

RS&H
Attn: Sandra Lauterbach
13750 San Pedro Avenue, Suite 300
San Antonio, TX 78232

•Send electronic comments via email to: Jon.Erion@rsandh.com

All comments must be received by 5:00pm CDT on Monday, March 25, 2024.

mailto:Jon.Erion@rsandh.com


19Stay Informed

https://flysanantonio.com/business/about-saas/environmental-stewardship/
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